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MEDICAL TREATMENT  

VACCINATION 

---------------------------------- 

 

The Holy Qur’aan  states: 

 

“Obey Allah (Almighty God) and obey His Messenger (Muhammad) 

So that  you be granted mercy.” 

(Aal Imraan, Verse 32) 

 

“Obey the Messenger (Muhammad) and do not  destroy your 

good deeds (with disobedience).” 

(Muhammad, Verse 32) 

 

“Whatever  the Messenger  hands to you,  hold on firmly to it, 

 and abstain from whatever he forbids  you of. 

(Hashr, Verse 7) 

 

Our Holy Prophet Muhammad said: 

 

“Allah has not created cure  for my People (Muslims) in 

substances which He has made unlawful for them.” 

(Kutubul Ahaadith) 

 

According to the Shariah (Divine Law of Islam), the ruling pertaining to medical treatment 

is as follows: 

 

(1) If the medicine consists of only Halaal/Tayyib (pure, wholesome and  lawful) 

substances, then accepting such medical treatment is permissible, but not obligatory. 

 

(2) Although  resorting to medical treatment with  Halaal medicine is permissible, it is 

Haraam (unlawful and prohibited) to compel a person to submit to medication. 

 

(3) The  option of greater merit is abstention from even Halaal medicine on the basis of 

Tawakkul (Trust in Allah), having implicit faith in  the following declaration of the Holy 

Prophet: 

 

“An epidemic is either a Punishment or it is Martyrdom.” 
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For the  incorrigible sinners the epidemic/plague as well as other diseases are  Divine 

Punishments. On the contrary,  for the pious and obedient servants of Allah,  it is a cause  

for  attaining Martyrdom.  Muslims aspire for Martyrdom. Islam teaches that all the sins of a 

Martyr are forgiven  and he/she is  destined for immediate entry into Paradise. 

 

Therefore, it is  the belief of Muslims that medicine cannot thwart or foil the Divine Design, 

hence submission to the Divine Will is the best option of greatest merit.  

 

(4) It is  strictly forbidden for Muslims to consume  medicine   or to submit to any 

medication if such medicine/medication  has Haraam (prohibited and unlawful) ingredients 

or methodology. 

 

Due to the aforementioned  religious facts, it is not permissible for Muslims to  be 

vaccinated.  The two primary basis  for the prohibition of vaccination are: 

 

(a) Vaccines  are manufactured from  substances which are Haraam (unlawful and 

prohibited) in terms of the Shariah (Islamic Divine Law). 

(b) Vaccination is the introduction of  disease into the body. Regardless of the perceived 

‘benefit’ of  vaccination  - perceived by a section of the medical establishment -  it is 

not permissible for Muslims. 

Even if assumed that all the ingredients are  permissible, then too the very method 

(vaccination) is per se not permissible (Haraam). 
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